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August 30 SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATES’ FORUM
Thank you to the LWVSC members, who attended our August 30 School Board Candidates’ Forum!  Special thanks go to Donna Wooldridge, our moderator; Theresa Weaver-Basye, our LWVSC panelist; & Carolyn Goodwin for Forum Coordination.  Your LWVSC Board prepared our panelist questions and aided in set up for the Forum.  As always, we appreciated the Mayor’s Youth Commission partnering with us & we had 10 MYC members involved plus help from Linda Phillips, lead MYC Adult Advisor, in this our 10th partnering for this forum since the year 2000! We had at total of 60+ in attendance, pre-coverage by KWIT and Open Line, plus a nice follow-up article in the SC Journal, and we also had partial live coverage on Cable One (Cable One snafu led to a late start), KTIV, and KMEG! 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
These LWVSC Fall Meetings & Events plus those for December-May are showcased in the enclosed Program Brochure for 2011-2012!  

You’ll also find the LWVSC members assigned to various committees listed at the back.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Remember to vote! 

Election Dates

· School Board & WIT Levy, Tuesday/September 13, Polls open 7 A.M.-8 P.M.

· Mayor and City Council Primary, Tuesday/October 11, Polls open 7 A.M.-9 P.M.

· Mayor City and Council General Election, Tuesday/November 8, Polls open 7 A.M.-9 P.M.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Upcoming Candidate Forums!
September 29, Thursday: LWVSC Primary Election City Council and Mayoral Candidates’ Forum 

The forum will be held as we do indeed have sufficient candidates to have a Primary!
7:00-9:00 P.M. at 6th & Douglas/CITY HALL: 5th floor Council Chambers
October 27, Thursday:  LWVSC General Election City Council/Mayoral Candidates’ Forum

7:00-9:00 P.M. at 6th & Douglas/CITY HALL: 5th floor Council Chambers
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Naturalization Ceremony
33 new citizens were welcomed by LWVSC members Carolyn Goodwin, Donna Wooldridge, Eileen Helvig, and Margo El-Zeini on September 2 at the Naturalization Ceremony.  The LWVSC has for several years been included in the program presentation along with representatives of Senators Harkin and Grassley, the Social Security Administration, DAR, and American Legion.  In addition, this time we were joined by Rep. Steve King and State Senator Bill Anderson.  U.S. District Judge Mark Bennett conducted the swearing in ceremony.  The next ceremony will be on December 2 and any LWVSC member wishing to participate should contact Carolyn Goodwin, Goodwin.mk@gmail.com or 274-2948.
Additional Upcoming LWVSC meetings that focus upon our study of relevant issues!
October 13, Thursday

Public Panel Forum on “The Role of the Federal Government in Public Education”

7:00-8:30 P.M.

SC School Board Meeting Room, 627 Fourth Street
This public panel forum will be part of our LWVUS Study on “The Role of the Federal Government in Public Education” and will aide us in working toward consensus at our November 10 meeting.  Our Education Planning Committee has confirmed the following panelists for the forum and has invitations pending for two other participants:  

Dr. Paul Gausman, Superintendent of the Sioux City Community School District

Amy Mace, Akron-Westfield Parent & former A-W School Board Member

Our moderator will be LWVSC member and acting Akron-Westfield Superintendent Larry Williams.

The League of Women Voters of the United States has developed the study & consensus questions on “The Role of the Federal Government in Public Education” with a focus upon history, funding, equity, and common core standards. Information is enclosed for your review and we ask that you bring it with you to both the October & November meetings!
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

November 10, Thursday

Consensus Meeting on “The Role of the Federal Government in Public Education”

7:00-8:15 P.M.

SC Historical Museum Large Meeting Room, 607 4th Street

The LWVSC Education Committee will lead our members in determining whether we can reach consensus on the questions presented by LWVUS’ Study Development Committee.  

This process is at the core of the League of Women Voters decision making leading to action & lobbying efforts!
The consensus questions are enclosed in this mailing and we ask that you bring them with you on Nov. 10!

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
LWVIA ISSUES BRIEFING 2011

Oct. 15, Saturday in Grinnell at the Drake Community Library, 930 Park St. from 11:00-3:00, the LWVIA Board will have presenters talking about key upcoming legislative issues and other relevant discussion items!
Anyone interested in attending should contact Carolyn Goodwin at 274-1948 or Goodwin.mk@gmail.com for additional information about registration and carpooling.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Member Updates 

Larry Williams:  lwilliams@akron-westfield.k12.ia.us or lbwillia@cableone.net; P.O. 3185 Sioux City, IA 51102; 239-8205

Margarite Hardnett-Reinert:  hardnem@live.siouxcityschools.com ; 2839 Summit (51104)
If your email, address, or phone has changed, please contact Carolyn Goodwin as noted above so I can update your contact information.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please invite guests and prospective members to our programs!!!

Share their names/addresses with Carolyn Goodwin at 3519 Alpine Avenue or Goodwin.mk@gmail.com or 274-1948.

Page 3 of this VOTER is an excellent recruitment tool, too.

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF SIOUX CITY

“HISTORY”

The League of Women Voters of Sioux City was founded shortly after the creation of the National League of Women Voters in 1920 following passage of the 19th Amendment granting women the right to vote! 

The LWVSC has contributed our historical documents to the Sioux City Historical Museum and to the Iowa Women’s Archives at the University of Iowa.  
Specific accomplishments at the local level include:
1. Beginning in the 1950’s and continuing to the present time, the LWVSC has been a leading advocate for the Council/Manager Form of Government.  We’ve led or co-chaired campaigns throughout the years to assure passage and continuation of Council/Manager Government.  We did not support the “Direct Election of the Mayor” but were pleased that we were able despite its adoption to still keep the Council/Manager Form of Government.  

2. Thanks to the active participation of longtime LWVSC members, Mary Jane Wille and Elaine Seubert, we have since the 1970’s been actively involved in working to support Flood Control of Perry Creek.  In the past, members have toured by city bus the Flood Control Project and celebrated its completion in the first decade of the 21st century!

3.  Throughout our history, the LWVSC has sponsored or co-sponsored Public Candidate Forums prior to School Board, City Council/Mayor, County, State, and National Elections with our greatest emphasis being the School Board, City, County, and State candidates.  Beginning in 2000, we began involving the Sioux City Mayor’s Youth Commission as panelists or as timers/greeters at our Forums.

4. Starting in the 1980’s, the LWVSC began partnering with the Siouxland Interstate Metropolitan Planning Commission (SIMPCO) to host Public Local State Legislator’s Forums during the State Legislative Session.  Members of the public are welcomed and encouraged to pose their concerns to the legislators present!

5. In 1998, LWVSC with the leadership of LWVSC member, Bonnie Wiltse, successfully campaigned locally and statewide to have “WOMEN” added to the State Constitution.  As a result the Iowa Constitution now states, “All men and ‘women’ are equal.”  We had previously campaigned for the National Equal Rights Amendment which unfortunately did not pass.

6. In 1990-1991, the LWVSC led by Roberta Flanagan, Eileen Helvig and Peggy Haafke plus Phylis Packard, City Staff Representative founded SIOUXLAND RECYCLES. Thanks to a bequest from the estate of Mildred Anderson, we bought a used semi-trailer and then partnered with other local organizations and the city to host a citywide recycling collection once a month.  Our members then worked with the city and eventually celebrated the city taking over the recycling program!

7. The LWVSC worked to help remove juveniles from the City Jail and for the creation of the Sioux City Juvenile Detention Center.
8. We actively campaigned for passage of the one cent local option sales tax to support the Schools and their building needs.

9. The LWVSC through the years also served as the host of the League of Women Voters of Iowa State Convention.  The last time being 2004.
10. The LWVSC has conducted a variety of issue studies focusing upon local issues:  council/manager government, child care services/funding, juvenile justice, health care, funding of education, and school district programming.  In addition, we have studied issues identified by our LWV of Iowa including mental health and the Iowa Judicial System plus a variety of issues identified by the LWV of the United States.
LWVSC Membership is “Not for Women Only” since the early 1970’s & we have male members!

Throughout our history, our local League has worked on issues presented by both the national and state League of Women Voters as well as those chosen for study by the members of our local LWVSC.  
We continue to be a non-partisan organization that does not support candidates or political parties but we do lobby upon issues that we study!  

Yearly dues are $60 (local, state, & national included) and payable to LWVSC at P.O. Box 5091, Sioux City, IA 51101.
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